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ANNOUNCEMENT

The next meeting of the

McHenry County Wireless

Association

Will meet on

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

@  7:30PM.

(Socializing begins at 7:00PM)

Nunda Township Hall

3510 Bay Road

Crystal Lake, IL                                                      

Tonight’s Topic

George R. "Dick" Isely, W9GIG, ARRL Central Division manager, will be 
our guest speaker
February Contesting

	
	
	


March 5 - 6

ARRL International DX Contest (Phone)

February  19 – 20

March Hamfests

13 Mar 2005
http://www.sterlinghamfest.com

 Sterling-Rock Falls ARS

Lloyd Sherman, KB9APW
PO Box 521
Sterling, IL 61081
Phone: 815-336-2434 
Email: Lsherman@essex1.com
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Your MCWA officers and busy bodies

President
Tom Staley
K9TMS
(847) 546-7380
k9tms@mindspring.com
V President
Wendell Smith
N9REP

Secretary
Matt Gallant
KB9ROY

Treasurer
Penny Staley
K9PLS
(847)546-7380
plstaley@mindspring.com
Organizer
Wendell Smith
N9REP

Newsletter
Penny Staley
K9PLS
(847)546-7380
plstaley@mindspring.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A change in Newsletter format and editing.

As some of you know Penny has been suffering with hip problems for sometime. We found out recently that the only solution left to try is hip replacement surgery. Penny will therefore be going in for Hip Surgery April 7th. As a result of all of this she is very impaired and will no longer be able care for the editor duties. I will oversee the newsletter till Penny gets back on her feet. 

Please send your articles to k9tms@mindspring.com. 
From the Editor’s Thinking Cap

Got this email forwarded to me by Pierre Berube.

From: "Dale Svetanoff"  svetanoff@earthlink.net 
Date: January 11, 2005 9:07:57 PM CST
To: "Ken Farver"  kfarver@mc. 
Subject: Fw: [BPL-LOCAL:708] FCC's BPL rules
Reply-To: svetanoff@earthlink.net

Guys,

The link below leads you to an Acrobat document that is the applicable pages of the Jan 7th edition of the Federal Register, in which are contained the revised FCC Part 15 rules for BPL systems. Hams got lip service, not much more. It is nice to see that some safety and security services are getting protection from the "non-interfering signals" of BPL. What a crock! Anyway, some Govt agencies are protected, others are not. Go figure.

73, Dale 
WA9ENA

The rules regarding BPL are out..

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov
/2005/pdf/05-246.pdf

**********************************************************************

DX WINDOW ON 75M OPEN TO THE WORLD 

Dave Cooper, KA9OZP

This is the time to work mid-winter DX on 75m. Starting near sunset, you can work Latin America and Europe through the night. You may be treated to some Pacific region and African DX as well. Of course, CW on 75m can also be very rewarding. The LSB window area is generally near 3.790-3.800mc. If suffering from insomnia, work the world all night long if the QRN level permits.

Unfortunately, this winter has had an extra portion of static. It has not been as bad as the summer season, but it has been averaging near S-7. Even static clashes are common this winter. This may be due partly to the temperature extremes across North America which can create lightning. How can we forget our local lightning storm on January 12? It was disconnect time!
You can work some DX from about 3.775mc to 3.790mc. If you call CQ, it is my experience that a station will more readily respond in this section of the band. As you discuss equipment, two to three other stations will join in across North America.
   

Enjoy 160m and 80m while the winter is still upon us!   

**********************************************************************

From: "Pierre Berube"  atoz@shark.dls.net 
To: "Penny k9pls Staley"  plstaley@mindspring.com ; "Tom Staley"
k9tms@mindspring.com 
Sent: Tuesday, January 04, 2005 2:14 PM
Subject: Bill kc9fra
     
Hi all,


I just got off working Bill kc9fra in South Texas.He is a member of mcwa, he is down in South Texas for the Winter. He told me to say hello to everyone. that they  got the most snow on christmas since 1865. He is on the echo link if anyone wants to talk to him. He connects to the 146655  repeater on occation and I worked him today.


I thought I pass on the info.
73
Pierre K9EYE  and Leaderdog Lucky
k9eye@arrl.net
Website:
http://shark.dls.net/~atoz
**********************************************************************

 LATE WINTER DX REPORT

   In a 24 to 30 hour stretch in mid-February I tried to work most of the bands from 10-80 meters. I was not disappointed.  I would have liked longer DX paths on some of the bands, but DX was workable on all bands during that time frame.

   At 0415utc it was easy to work V31MD on 75m. With 100w I was 5-9 to Bob in Belize. During that same period, one could work Europe with a little more patience.

   At 1956utc I worked TI8CBT on 10m. It was so nice to work anyone on 10m at this time in the cycle. Signals on the band were strong during the day.

   At 2015utc I worked Mario in Argentina on 15m. Signal strength was 5-7.

   Meanwhile, Russian stations were coming into the area at 20 over 9 on 20m in the evening. As the days lengthen expect more Ukraine, Siberian, and Russian stations to be workable.

   DX is not dead. Check the bands from time to time and you will have some luck. If I would have had a little more time, I could have worked some rarer DX on these bands.

   By the way, I did my annual check-in with George on 75m. George is EI6S. Catch him on 75m before the winter conditions change. Working George is always an experience and he usually has a couple friends in Europe that work with him. So that way you will catch some extra DX.

   Upcoming contests will also afford opportunities to catch DX. If a contest is not listed for North America on a weekend, listen for field days and contests from other lands. There’s always something for the DXer!

KA9OZP    Dave

**********************************************************************

From: Wendell Smith 
To: K9RN@yahoogroups.com 

Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2005 9:24 PM

Subject: [K9RN] MCWA March Meeting

George R. "Dick" Isely, W9GIG, ARRL Central Division manager, will be 
our guest speaker for the Tuesday, March 1, 2005 MCWA meeting.  Dick 
will be covering many topics relating to Amateur Radio and the ARRL, and 
will entertain questions from the floor. You may read more about him here:
http://www.central.arrl.org/

Please bring your questions regarding the ARRL and Amateur Radio!

Wendell Smith N9REP

**********************************************************************

From: Kenneth E. Farver 
To: k9pls@mindspring.com 

Sent: Saturday, January 22, 2005 9:22 PM

Subject: VE update

Just in case, Steve didn't send this to you.

we had 3 applicants receive their new TECHNICIAN privileges, with one of them passing their written GENERAL.  Hopefully this individual will return for the March testing session ready to pass the code exam, and receive GENERAL privileges.
 
I will not be at the February meeting. I'll be in Portland, OR

From: "M G" <mntg2003@yahoo.com>
To: <plstaley@mindspring.com>; <k9tms@mindspring.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2005 6:18 PM
Subject: February Meeting Minutes


> Hello,
> 
> I would forget my head if it wasn't attached.   Here
> are a brief summary of the Meeting Minutes for
> February's Meeting:
> 
> 
> February 1, 2005    MCWA
> 
> 
> VE Testing:
> 3 Tech's
> 1 took Genral written and passed
> 1 Extra
> 
> 
> K9DLP and N9REP - Looking to start a General Class in
> the Spring.
> Classes would be Friday Nights at the Church in
> Woodstock
> 
> April Meeting - Election Night
> -Meeting to be held elsewhere, TBD.
> 
> Presentation - PSpice for Amateur Radio Operators,
> presented by W9MU
> -Free - Can get it from the Internet.
> -Extremley accurate.
> -Free Version limited in 'devices'
> -Best to get Version 9.1 or 9.2
> v10 has CAD Input - Very difficult
> -There is no real good book on the subject.

From: "Kenneth E. Farver" <kfarver@mc.net>
To: <k9pls@mindspring.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2005 7:47 AM
Subject: for the newsletter


> Spread the word... Tell your friends about the K9YA Telegraph!
> 
> Subscribe/Unsubscribe at:
> http://mailman.qth.net/mailman/listinfo/k9ya_telegraph
>
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